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Listing of Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (currently amended) A compound of formula I, or a-pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof, 
OLdiastereomers, enantiomers, or mixtures thereof: 



O 




i 



wherein 

is phenyl: pyridyl: thienyl: furyl: imidazolyl: pyrrolyl: or thiazolyl, wherein is optionallv 
substituted with one or more groups selected from C tj^ alkyl, haloqenated C i ^alkyl, -NO?. -CFj, 
alkoxv, chloro, fluoro, bromo, and iodo: s Glo ct o d from C s-w ary l and C ^a-e h e t e roary l . 

s olo ct o dfrom R, NOg, OR, C I , Br, I , F, CFg, C(-0)R, C(-0)OH, NHg, SH, NHR, NR^ ^ 
SR, SO gH^-SG gR, S(-0)R, CN, OH, C(-0)OR, C(-0)NPv^ NRC(-0)R, and NRC(-O) 
OR, wh e r ei n R i s, i nd e p e nd e nt l y, a hydrog e n or C 4-&ati^; 

R^, R^, and R'^ and R^ are, independently, Ci^alkvl or haloqenated C i ^alkvl s ele ct e d from 

subst i tut e d w i th on e or mor e groups s ele ct e d from - R, - NOg, - OR, - C I , - Br, -I , - F, - CFa, - C(-0)R, 
C(-0)OH, NHa SH, NHR, NR^, SR, SO3H, SO^R, S(-0)R, CN, OH, C(-0)OR, 
C(-0)NRj, - NRC(-0)R, and - NRC(-0) - OR, wh e r ei n R i s, i nd e p e nd e nt l y, a hydrog e n or C4 - 
aatkv t: and 
R^ is hydrogen . 



2. (currently amended) A compound according to claim 1 . or pharmaceuticallv acceptable 
salts thereof, or diastereomers. enantiomers. or mixtures thereof 
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wherein R is s ele ct e d from phenyl; pyridyl; thienyl; furyl; i m i dazo l y l ; tr i azo l y l ; pyrro l y l ; or 
thiazolyl ; and N - ox i do - pyr i dy l , wh e r ei n R" * ^ i s opt i ona ll y subst i tut e d w i th on e or mor e groups 
s ele ct e d from C4 - 6a l ky l , ha l og e nat e d C4 - 6a l ky l , - NO^, - CF^ ^4- § a l koxy, oh l oro, f l uoro, bromo, and 

R^, R^, and R"* are, independently, Ci^alkyl or ha l og e nat e d C4 -3atkyt; and 

Ga- ecyc l oa l ky I aro opt i ona ll y subst i tuted w i th ono or moro groups so l octod from C4 - 6a l ky l , 



3. (currently amended) A compound according to claim 2 etaiflM-. or pharmai 
acceptable salts thereof, or diastereomers. enantiomers. or mixtures thereof 

wherein R^ is s e l e ct e d from phenyl; pyridyl; thienyl; furyl; i m i dazo l y l ; pyrro l y l ; and or 
thiazolyl, wh e r ei n R" * ^ is opt i onal l y subst i tut e d w i th on e or mor e groups s e l e ct e d from C4 - §a l ky l , 

R^ and R^ are ethyl: R^^*,-aft4 

R^ is hydrogen. 



4. (currently amended) A compound according to claim 1, or pharmaceuticallv acceptable 
salts thereof, or diastereomers, enantiomers, or mixtures thereof 

wherein R^ is s ele ct e d from phenyl, pyridyl, thienyl, furyl, imidazolyl, pvrrolvi.-af>^or thiazolyl; 
R^ and R^ are ethyl; 
R'* is Ci.3alkyl; and 
R^ is hydrogen. 



5. (currently amended) A compound according to claim 1, or pharmaceuticallv acceptable salts 
thereof, or diastereomers. enantiomers. or mixtures thereof, wherein the compound is selected 
from: 



A/,A/-diethyl-4-{{3-[(methylsulfonyl)amino]phenyl}[1-(thien-2-ylmethyl)piperidin-4- 
ylidene]methyl}benzamide; 

A/,A/-diethyl-4-[[1-(2-furanylmethyl)-4-piperidinylidene][3-[(methylsulfonyl)amino]phenyl]methyl]- 

benzamide; 
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/V,N-diethyl-44[1-(phenylmethyl)-4-piperidinylidene][3-[(methylsuifonyl)amino]phenyl]^ 
benzamide; 

N,N-diethyl-4-[[3-[(methylsulfonyl)amino]phenyl][1-(3-pyridinylmethyl)-4-piperidinylidene]methyl]- 
benzamide; and 

A/,A/-diethyl-4-[[3-[(methylsulfonyl)amino]phenyl][1-(3-thiazolyl-methyl)-4-piperidinylidene]methyl]- 
benzamidei 

and pharmaG e ut i oa ii y aoo e ptab ie sa l ts th e r e of . 

6. (cancelled) 

7. (currently amended) A method for the therapy of pain, anxiety or functional gastrointestinal 
disorders, comprising th e st e p of administering to said animal in need of such therapy a 
therapeutically effective amount of a compound according to claim 1 . or pharmaceuticallv 
acceptable salts thereof, or diastereomers. enantiomers, or mixtures thereof . 

8. (currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound according to 
claim 1 , or pharmaceuticallv acceptable salts thereof, or diastereomers. enantiomers. or 
mixtures thereof and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

9. (currently amended) A method for the therapy of pain in a warm-blooded animal, comprising 
the stop of administering to said animal in need of such therapy a therapeutically effective 
amount of a compound according to claim 1 . or pharmaceuticallv acceptable salts thereof, or 
diastereomers. enantiomers. or mixtures thereof . 

10. (currently amended) A method for the therapy of functional gastrointestinal disorders in a 
warm-blooded animal, comprising th e st e p of administering to said animal in need of such 
therapy a therapeutically effective amount of a compound according to claim 1 . or 
pharmaceuticallv acceptable salts thereof, or diastereomers. enantiomers. or mixtures thereof . 

1 1 . (currently amended) A process for preparing a compound of formula I, comprising: 
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O 




I 

reacting a compound of formula II with X-S(=0)2-R'^ or R'^S(=0)2-0-S(=0)2R'*. 




X is selected from CI, Br and I; 
is phenyl: pvridvl: thienvl: furvl: imidazolvl: pvrrolvl: or thiazolvl. wherein R^ is optionally 
substituted with one or more groups selected from C i ^alkyl. haloqenated C i ^alkyl. -NO?. -CF;^ . 
Ci^ alkoxy, chloro, fluoro, bromo, and iodo: so l ootod from Cs -j oary l and Ca^h e t e roary l . wh e r ei n 
said Ce^ary l and C g^^ eh e t e roary ! ar e opt i ona ll y subst i tut e d w i th on e or mor e groups sel e ct e d from 
R, NOg, OR, C I , Br, I , F, CF3, C(-0)R. C(-0)OH, NHg, SH, NHR, NRg, SR, SO^ Hr- 
SGg R, S(-0)R, CN, OH, C(-0)OR, C(-0)NR ^ NRC(-0)R, and NRC(-O) OR, where i n R 
i s, i ndepend e nt l y, a hydrog e n or C ^aWi^; and 

R^, R^, and R"^ and R^ are, independently, Ci^alkyl or haloqenated C -i ^alkyl s ele ct e d from 

subst i tuted w i th ono or moro groups so l octod from R, NOg, OR, C I , Br, 1 , F, CF3, C(-0)R, 
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Q u SO ^F 

C(-0)NF^ - NRC(-0)R, and - NRC(-0) - OR, wh e r ei n R i s, i nd e p e nd e nt l y, a hydrog e n or C4 , 
eatkv t: and 

R^ is hydrogen . 



12 (currently amended) A method for the therapy of pain, anxiety or functional gastrointestinal 
disorders, comprising tho stop of administering to said animal in need of such therapy a 
therapeutically effective amount of a compound according to claim 2 . or pharmaceuticallv 
acceptable salts thereof, or diastereomers. enantiomers. or mixtures thereof . 

13. (currently amended) A method for the therapy of pain, anxiety or functional gastrointestinal 
disorders, comprising th e st e p of administering to said animal in need of such therapy a 
therapeutically effective amount of a compound according to claim 3 . or pharmaceuticallv 
acceptable salts thereof, or diastereomers. enantiomers. or mixtures thereof . 

14. (currently amended) A method for the therapy of anxiety, comprising th e st e p of 
administering to said animal in need of such therapy a therapeutically effective amount of a 
compound according to claim 1 , or pharmaceuticallv acceptable salts thereof, or diastereomers. 
enantiomers, or mixtures thereof . 



15. (currently amended) A method for the therapy of anxiety, comprising th e st e p of 
administering to said animal in need of such therapy a therapeutically effective amount of a 
compound according to claim 2 . or pharmaceuticallv acceptable salts thereof, or diastereomers. 
enantiomers. or mixtures thereof . 



16. (currently amended) A method for the therapy of anxiety, comprising tho stop of 
administering to said animal in need of such therapy a therapeutically effective amount of a 
compound according to claim 3 . or pharmaceuticallv acceptable salts thereof, or diastereomers. 
enantiomers. or mixtures thereof . 



17. (currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound according to 
claim 2 . or pharmaceuticallv acceptable salts thereof, or diastereomers. enantiomers, or 



mixtures thereof and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 
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18. (currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound according to 
claim 3 , or pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof, or diastereomers, enantiomers. or 
mixtures thereof and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

19. (currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound according to 
claim 4 . or pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof, or diastereomers, enantiomers, or 
mixtures thereof and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 



